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305 MILL STREET 

This house was built for Emerson C. Harrington, 

Governor of Maryland between 1916 and 1920. Harrington, 

who was born in nearby Madison, lived in this house 

until his death. The style of this large rambling 

frame house is Queen Anne, although it lacks the towers 

that are often associated with this genre. A variety 

of architectural features embellish the exterior of the 

house including a two story bay window under a gable 

with imbricated shingle and a lunette window, a porch 

across the front with an ornamented pediment, and a 

small balcony on the second story, the roof of which 

is supported by rectangular columns and traceried 

brackets. 
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X-ORIDNAL SITE 

XGOOD - R U I N S A L T E R E D - M O V E D DATE 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This is a large rambling, assymetrical house with a 
variety of architectural details. It is a two and one 
half story frame house, and the front portion is basically 
a rectangular block with a hip roof that rises to a peak. 
Behind this front portion is a larger wing with a gabled 
roof,. The front facade consists of two bays plus a two 
story polygonal bay window with a gable above. The gable 
has a lunette window and is ornamented with imbricated 
shingle. Opposite the gable is a gabled dormer. Across 
the front is a one story porch supported by Doric columns 
with a ballustrade. Below the eaves of the porch roof is 
a row of dentils. In front of the door, which is flanked 
by sidelights, is a pediment with ornamentation, supported 
by two brackets at each corner. In front of the two bays 
above the front door is a small balcony with a roof supported 
by rectangular columns and brackets with tracery. There is 
a small ballustrade between the columns. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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—INVENTION home of G o v e r n o r 
Emerson C. H a r r i n g t o n 

'SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house is historically significant as the former 
home of Governor Emerson C. Harrington who was born in 
nearby Madison, Maryland. Harrington was the Governor 
of Maryland between 1916 and 1920. 

This house reflects the influence of the Queen Anne 
style of architecture that reached its zenith in the 
last quarter of the 19th century. There are several 
homes of this era on Mill street which are of architectural 
interest. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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305 Mill Street 

This house was the home of Emerson C. Harrington (1864-1945), 
teacher, lawyer and Governor of Maryland from 1916 to 1920. Harrington 
bought the front part of the present lot in 1893 from James Higgins 
(see 303 Mill Street) and erected this structure in 1897. 

Harrington was born in nearby Madison, Maryland, and served 
as principal of Cambridge Academy and later Cambridge High School. 
He studied law in his spare time, resigning in 1898 as principal 
in order to practice law. Harrington served as states attorney for 
Dorchester County from 1899 to 1903. He purchased the rear portion 
of the lot in 1923. The house remained in the Harrington family 
until 1973, when the present owners acquired it. 

The house reflects the influence of the Queen Anne style of 
architecture, and is one of the many houses on Mill Street erected 
in the years 1890-1914. It is one of five houses of former 
Governors of Maryland that are located in present-day Cambridge. 
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